
Summary of the Outcomes of Ogaden 
Youth & Student Union and Ogaden 

People’s Rights Organisations’   
Participation in the 17th Session of the 
United Nations Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues

April 16 – 20, 2018 



2

Meeting with Special Rapporteur on Indigenous Issues, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz

Tuesday 17th of April  

UN Secretariat Building

Meeting Victoria Tauli-Corpuz provided us with a unique opportunity to speak directly with someone 

within the UN Permanent Forum of Indigenous Issues with the authority to work with us on addressing our 

grievances and follow through on key issues pertaining to the human rights of indigenous people in the 

Ogaden. 

Points discussed in the meeting:
 How the United Nations should have the Ogaden region on their agenda when dealing with 

Ethiopia in any capacity
 Drafting a resolution 
 Issues surrounding member state hegemony 
 Sending outside observers or offering a recommendation for outside observation
 Jail Ogaden- and the upcoming most extensive and up-to-date Jail Ogaden report to be produced 

by Human Rights Watch
 Discussion of the US House of Representatives Resolution and how this can be leveraged within the 

UN system  

Points agreed upon:
 For Ogaden Youth to continue our engagement with the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

 Based on Victoria’s experience with Ethiopia, where her request to visit has been denied a number 

of times; she agreed to do this one more time and to publish an official recommendation for an 

outsider observer to visit too. This will enable us to use the public and official request to visit in the 

media to draw attention to Ethiopia’s continuous refusal to cooperate with such requests and the 

prevalence of human rights violations.

 We submitted an ‘Ogaden Briefing note’ which covers the background and major issues in the 

Ogaden- Victoria will use this to put the Ogaden on the agenda when dealing with Ethiopia. 

  To work alongside Victoria and other UN Bodies so that putting Ogaden on the UN’s agenda 

becomes a cross-agency priority throughout all UN agencies. 

#HiddenOgadenFamine 

As one of the worst famines hit the Ogaden region in early March, 2017, OYSU members from 

around the world took on the #HiddenOgadenFamine fundraising challenge. The challenge 

originated in OYSU MN; when local members launched a go fund me and video campaign. 

Inspired by their action, OYSU branches from around the world including Seattle, Germany, 

Birmingham, and London also launched local fundraising efforts. In total, OYSU members and 

supporters raised $15,000 for direct famine relief. In partnership with blank we were able to help 

blank amount of individuals in need. 

Iftar Fundraiser 

In June 2017 we launched our annual Iftar Fundraiser. OYSU branches from around the world 

hosted various fundraising events. We were able to raise blank . All proceeds went to refugees 

living in Dadaab refugee camp. 

February 23, 2017 - Ogaden Massacre Day at the University of Minnesota. 

March 22, 2017- OYSU presents at the European Parliament during the “Women’s Inferno in 

Ethiopia” conference. 

March 25, 2017- History and advocacy training hosted by OYSU MN.  

March 26, 2017- Ogaden Massacre Day hosted by OYSU Seattle. 

March 27, 2017- OYSU MN launched a go fund me campaign for famine relief. Members from 

around the world participated and contributed. 

March 31, 2017- OYSU Seattle hosted a carwash fundraiser and phonathon. 

gaden Youth and Student Union participates in The United Nations Minority youth: towards 

diverse and inclusive societies - Tenth session of the Forum on Minority Issues. 
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Side Events   

W
ednesday

Event Name: Sexual violence against 
Indigenous People
Organisation: Indigenous Women's 
Knowledge
Room: S-2725 BR
Time: 11:30 to 12:45

Event Name: International Year of 
Indigenous Languages
Organisation: UNESCO
Room: CR-8
Time: 14:45 to 16:00

Event Name: Launch: The Indigenous World 
2018
Organisation name: International Work 
Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA)
Room: CR-6
Time: 18:15 to 20:00

Thursday 

Event Name: Universal Periodic Review: 3rd 
Cycle
Organisation: International Network for 
Diplomacy & Indigenous Governance 
Engaging in Nonviolence Organizing for 
Understanding & Self-Determination 
(INDIGENOUS), Cultural Survival

We attended the following side events. 

Monday, April 16, 2018  

Event Name: Land Rights for Climate, 
Forests, Biodiversity 
Organisation: New York Declaration on 
Forests Secretariat (UNDP, Meridian Institute 
and Climate Advisors), Equator Initiative, 
UNDP-REDD, Tribal Link Foundation 
Room: S-2724 BR
Time: 18:15 to 20:00

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 

Event Name: Indigenous Peoples Rights and 
Struggles
Organisation: Columbia University Institute for 
the Study of Human Rights (Indigenous 
Peoples' Rights program) and Tebtebba 
Foundation  
Time: 13:15 - 14:30
Room: CR-A

Event Name: Indigenous Lands and Natural 
Resources
Organisation: Indigenous Peoples of Africa 
Co-ordinating Committee (IPACC)
Room: CR-8
Time: 16:15 to 17:30

Event Name: Indigenous Women's Maternal 
Health & Mortality
Organisation: UNFPA, UNICEF, UN-Women
Room: CR-8
Time: 13:15 to 14:30
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Thursday 

Event Name: Empowerment of indigenous 
women
Organisation: International Indigenous 
Women Forum (IIWF/FIMI), News Agency of 
Indigenous and Afro descendent Women 
(NOTIMIA), FAO
Room: CR-4
Time: 18:15 to 20:00

Friday 

Event Name: Land and Resource Rights
Organisation: UNDP/GEF Small Grants 
Programme, Global ICCA Consortium, WWF 
International
Room: CR-8
Time: 13:15 to 14:30

Event Name: Working Conditions of 
Indigenous Peoples
Organisation: International Labour 
Organisation
Room: CR-F
Time: 13:15 to 14:30

Following the Seventeenth Session of the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the 
Global Youth Indigenous Caucus has an 
Ogaden Youth representative on board. 
Juweria Ali was selected as a focal point 
among African Youth, to start off, her main 
duties will be to work on a book project with 
Columbia University’s Human Rights Institute 
which will be based on the human rights of 
various unrepresented indigenous people 
around the world. Her role will comprise of 
acting as a liaison between the African 
Caucus, Ogaden community and the 
dedicated team working on the book. 

Details on the Book project will be released as 
they become available over the weeks.

In addition to attending the side events and 
participating in the Global Indigenous Youth 
Caucus, delegates from Ogaden Youth and 
Student Union and Ogaden Peoples Rights 
Organisation at the Forum presented speeches 
on under various agenda items. You can find 
the full transcript of the speeches in the 
following pages. 

Side Events   Global Indigenous Youth 
Caucus    

Global Indigenous Youth Caucus in session. Members of African Indigenous Youth Caucus.
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Agenda Item 8. Special Theme: “Indigenous peoples’ 
collective rights to lands, territories and natural resources”

Madame Chair, distinguished member state representatives, UN agencies, NGOs and my fellow 
Distinguished Indigenous Delegates, 
I am pleased to take the floor today to speak about the plight of the Agro-pastoralist indigenous 
population living in the Ogaden region- who have faced displacement, dispossession, heavy 
taxation, land grabbing and forceful evictions from their ancestral lands as the Ethiopian 
government strives to auction off large areas of land for the purposes of the exploitation of natural 
resources.

Nomadic people have been denied the use of important pasture land in the regions of Korahe, 
Doolo and Shebelle. The Ethiopian government has divided the whole of the Ogaden into 23 
blocks to auction the land to international corporations. When a company decides to explore oil, 
the army cordons large tracts of land and prevents pastoralist access to the grassing land and 
watering points. This is still the case during times of drought and extreme climatic changes. Most 
recently, numerous communities and villages are set to be evicted and dispossessed from their 
ancestral land based on the plan to put an 800 km pipeline from Southern Ogaden to Djibouti- this 
is despite the fact that no adequate study has been done on the effect that this pipeline will have 
on the precarious ecology of Ogaden. And most importantly, there has been no free, prior and 
informed consent of the people. The government sees indigenous people as a nuisance and 
forcefully denies them access to their own traditional lands.

In addition, from 2010 until today, agro- pastoralists living in the areas of Shilaabo and Dhobawayn 
have been forcibly removed because of the gas reserves that were found in the Calub area. This 
area was a focal point for water and grazing land for the livestock of agro-pastoralists livestock 
who were forcibly relocated to an arid area causing famine, disease, and death of thousands of 
civilians. From the village of Laba bar near the Somali border to Bargun near Goday; to Ceel 
Ogaden and Fooljeex near Qabridahare all pasture land is blocked. Currently there are three oil 
companies finalising exploration in the area: Africa Oil (Canada), South Western Energy (Hong 
Kong) and GCL Poly Petroleum Investment (China). This is testament of a wider trend of giving 
primacy to economic development over the right of indigenous people to territory and land, and 
indicative of the problematic conception of indigenous lands as inherently ‘empty’ and in need of 
being developed. This is further highlighted by the Ethiopian Government’s constitution wherein 
Article 40 declares the right of the government to co-own any piece of land or territory and as 
such evict indigenous populations as they please. This is in direct contradiction to Article 10 of the 
United Nations declaration on the right of indigenous people which states that indigenous people 
cannot be abruptly removed from their lands without due compensation. 

Ogaden Peoples Rights Organisation stresses the significance of the loss of livelihoods for 
indigenous people in the Ogaden because of forceful land-grabbing which has already cost 
countless lives. We reiterate the importance of ownership and control of territories and the 
resources within - to bring powerful governments, multinational corporations and international 
institutions to better respect the rights of indigenous peoples as it is our right to have complete 
autonomy and access over our resources and territories.
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Agenda Item 11: Follow-up to the outcome document of the 
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 

Madame Chair, distinguished member state representatives, UN agencies, NGOs and my fellow 
Distinguished Indigenous Delegates, 
I am pleased to take the floor today to speak about the plight of the Agro-pastoralist indigenous 
population living in the Ogaden region- who have faced displacement, dispossession, heavy 
taxation, land grabbing and forceful evictions from their ancestral lands as the Ethiopian 
government strives to auction off large areas of land for the purposes of the exploitation of natural 
resources.

Nomadic people have been denied the use of important pasture land in the regions of Korahe, 
Doolo and Shebelle. The Ethiopian government has divided the whole of the Ogaden into 23 
blocks to auction the land to international corporations. When a company decides to explore oil, 
the army cordons large tracts of land and prevents pastoralist access to the grassing land and 
watering points. This is still the case during times of drought and extreme climatic changes. Most 
recently, numerous communities and villages are set to be evicted and dispossessed from their 
ancestral land based on the plan to put an 800 km pipeline from Southern Ogaden to Djibouti- this 
is despite the fact that no adequate study has been done on the effect that this pipeline will have 
on the precarious ecology of Ogaden. And most importantly, there has been no free, prior and 
informed consent of the people. The government sees indigenous people as a nuisance and 
forcefully denies them access to their own traditional lands.

In addition, from 2010 until today, agro- pastoralists living in the areas of Shilaabo and Dhobawayn 
have been forcibly removed because of the gas reserves that were found in the Calub area. This 
area was a focal point for water and grazing land for the livestock of agro-pastoralists livestock 
who were forcibly relocated to an arid area causing famine, disease, and death of thousands of 
civilians. From the village of Laba bar near the Somali border to Bargun near Goday; to Ceel 
Ogaden and Fooljeex near Qabridahare all pasture land is blocked. Currently there are three oil 
companies finalising exploration in the area: Africa Oil (Canada), South Western Energy (Hong 
Kong) and GCL Poly Petroleum Investment (China). This is testament of a wider trend of giving 
primacy to economic development over the right of indigenous people to territory and land, and 
indicative of the problematic conception of indigenous lands as inherently ‘empty’ and in need of 
being developed. This is further highlighted by the Ethiopian Government’s constitution wherein 
Article 40 declares the right of the government to co-own any piece of land or territory and as 
such evict indigenous populations as they please. This is in direct contradiction to Article 10 of the 
United Nations declaration on the right of indigenous people which states that indigenous people 
cannot be abruptly removed from their lands without due compensation. 

Ogaden Youth & Student Union stresses the significance of the loss of livelihoods for indigenous 
people in the Ogaden because of forceful land-grabbing which has already cost countless lives. 
We reiterate the importance of ownership and control of territories and the resources within - to 
bring powerful governments, multinational corporations and international institutions to better 
respect the rights of indigenous peoples as it is our right to have complete autonomy and access 
over our resources and territories. 
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Agenda Item 4: Implementation of the six mandated areas of the Permanent Forum 
(Education, Culture, Human Rights, Environment, Development, Health)

Madame Chair, distinguished member state representatives, UN agencies, NGOs and my fellow 
Distinguished Indigenous Delegates, 

I am speaking on behalf of the Ogaden Youth and Student Union. In the past, the Ethiopian government 
transferred thousands of Ethiopian settlers into the Ogaden to change the demographic nature of the 
region. With the goal to eliminate the Somali national identity and to transform the Ogaden into a region of 
Ethiopia, in which indigenous Somalis would become an insignificant indigenous minority. When the 
transformation and assimilation policies failed, the Ethiopian government adopted a policy of intimidation 
and physical elimination. This resulted in and enormous human suffering and forced cultural assimilation. 
Ethiopian state sponsored violence against Ogaden civilians is institutionalized through state policies and 
entrenched within their military doctrine. Ethiopia's Anti-Terrorism Proclamation, passed in 2009, is used to 
silence political dissidents, opposition party members, journalists and others in civil society- and it is the 
youth that are systematically targeted in this way. The Charities and Societies Proclamation Law places 
excessive restrictions on the work of human rights organizations. Human Rights groups argue that the law 
itself infringes on fundamental human rights and restricts civil society groups from accomplishing work. In 
addition, tactics such as institutionalized rape and gender-based violence is used by the Ethiopian 
government. Defected military officials have testified to being trained on how to use rape as a tool of 
intimidation.
 
The Ethiopian administration in the Ogaden treats the Somalis in the Ogaden as second-class citizens in 
their own country, exploits the country for economic gains in collaboration with large corporations, and 
deprives the Ogaden people of their fundamental human rights. Discrimination and segregation against 
Somalis, in terms of education, health care, employment and economic development is the cornerstone of 
the current Ethiopian government’s policy. In terms of education, there is no policy of inclusion or outreach 
towards this indigenous community who have a very particular way of life, many of whom are young 
people. This is an example of a specific form of state regulated education that not only excludes the history 
of the Ogaden and the ancestral cultures of the indigenous communities there, but one which excludes 
Ogaden youth from accessing education systems and institutions entirely. This form of alienation and 
marginalisation has a corrosive and long-lasting impact on young people. The presented PTSD of adults 
living in an occupied state, is unimaginable, and this is of course if the child even reaches adulthood. This 
is a cyclical process, these children grow up surrounded by adults living in the confines of a prison state, 
victim to targeted discrimination and marginalization practices, only to suffer the same state.
 
The United Nations recognises a number of international charters designed to protect the rights of 
minorities globally. In 1960, the United Nations Educational and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
introduced the Convention against Discrimination in Education. This charter recognises the right of 
minority groups of States to carry out their own educational activities for instance – this includes the right to 
establish schools and teach in their indigenous language.  However, the Ethiopian government has chosen 
to not prioritize the rights of the indigenous people of the Ogaden. We as Ogaden Youth and Student Union, 
urge the international community and this forum to further investigate the human rights violations, 
specifically taking place in the Ogaden. It is of the utmost importance to uphold the currently non-existing 
rights of the indigenous people of the Ogaden, and importantly, to assert pressure on the Ethiopian 
government to stop and end the economic blockade, trade embargo and complete isolation of the region 
so that a visit by the special rapporteur can be made.
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Agenda Item 4: Implementation of the six mandated areas of the Permanent Forum 
(Education, Culture, Human Rights, Environment, Development, Health)

Madame Chair, distinguished member state representatives, UN agencies, NGOs and my fellow 
distinguished indigenous delegates,

I am speaking on behalf of the Ogaden Youth and Student Union. Ogaden youth are victims of the 
same structural abuses suffered by the wider population in the Ogaden region under Ethiopian 
rule. There are particularised sufferings unique to young people within their status as a minority. 
To begin with, they are marginalised and excluded from the education system and any 
educational opportunities, and Illiteracy remains rampant inside the Ogaden. 

Moreover, indigenous youth have no access to the increasingly limited health care facilities in the 
region and therefore experience fatalities from increasingly preventable illnesses. For instance, 
the alarming number of maternal deaths after child-births as well as the worrying infant mortality 
rate inside the Ogaden region is a cause for concern. These issues are exacerbated by recurrent 
famines in the Horn of Africa which claimed the lives of tens of thousands of people including 
young children last year. The spread of the 2017 cholera epidemic inside the region also hit the 
agro-pastoralist community viciously. Humanitarian organizations operate in the region on a very 
limited basis; the little humanitarian support the population may receive does not reach nomadic 
people who may not reside in major cities and towns. Consequently, this community continues to 
suffer from neglect and marginalization at the hands of the state.

The systematic destruction of Ogaden youth is a state-sponsored programme. Historically, 
oppressive governments have focused on attacking the most vulnerable members of society, 
mainly youth, women and young children in order to deter that society in question from seeking 
their rights. The conditions and challenges faced by youth in the Ogaden are of course gendered 
too, rape is used as a weapon of war to terrorize young women. This is a deliberate military 
strategy employed by the Ethiopian state. It is coordinated and used as a systematic combat tool 
of terror to dismantle society and displace its civilians. In addition, boys are forced into being 
child soldiers by joining the Liyu Police, a paramilitary force, which was created to carry out state 
sponsored terror as a proxy for the Ethiopian government. 

These are the conditions under which youth are forced to grow up in the Ogaden and the 
oppressive legislations which governs their life on a daily basis that continues to cause lasting 
destruction. The presented PTSD of adults living in an occupied state, is unimaginable, and this is 
of course if the child even reaches adulthood. This is a cyclical process, these children grow up 
surrounded by adults living in the confines of a prison state, victim to targeted discrimination and 
marginalization practices, only to suffer the same state.

The next generation of decision makers and leaders emerging from the Ogaden region must be 
afforded with the same opportunities that other young people are given. Only the direct 
involvement of young people in political processes today, will equip tomorrow’s leaders to make 
sound decisions on behalf of their people.
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Agenda Item 10. Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous
peoples and the Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Madame Chair, , UN agencies, NGOs, my fellow indigenous delegates, Mr Adama Dieng, United 
Nations Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide and Mr Andrew Gilmour Assistant 
Secretary-General for Human Rights,

Mr Andrew Gilmour, I welcome your commitment to Addressing and preventing acts of 
intimidation and reprisals for cooperation with the united nations in the field of Human Rights. The 
fact remains, that due to the severity of the reprisals faced within the Ogaden Community for 
Human Rights Advocates - The Ethiopian government has been successful in silencing indigenous 
people to the extent that not a single person was able to confidently submit the reprisals report 
last year out of fear of additional retaliation to that which they have already suffered. Sadly and 
unfortunately those who wanted to submit a report were not confident that the risks would be 
worth it due to Ethiopia’s characteristic avoidance of complying with requests by special 
rapporteurs such as the special rapporteur on indigenous issues to visit the country. My question 
to you Mr Gilmour is, what measures can your office take to not only raise the profile of the horrific 
cases of intimidation by states such as Ethiopia but to ensure protective measures for those among 
us who are consistently harassed on UN Premises and beyond. 

 The Ethiopian government has ratified many international human rights treaties, including the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination. But this is simply not enough- they must abide by these treaties.

 Mr Adama Dieng, it is based on this that I welcome your call for domestication and 
implementation of international law and the importance of bridging the gap between adoption 
and implementation.

 Genocide watch has issued multiple genocidal warning of the mass killings occurring in the 
Ogaden at the hands of the Ethiopian government, they’ve condemned these crimes and 
publicly wrote to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to investigate the atrocities 
committed in the region- this, for a region which is purposely isolated- was a huge source of 
Hope for us- but there has been no follow-up from the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. In Genocide Watch’s letter they have highlighted the complete wipe-out of entire 
villages, systematic sexual violence and the fact that the Ethiopian Government has denied the 
entry of journalists, human rights organisations and even relief organisations. The closing off - 
of the entire region should, in and of itself alarming. 

 Mr Adama Dieng - the early warning signs of genocide in the Ogaden have already 
progressed and developed – I urge you to consider how, in collaboration with the indigenous 
Ogaden people- the on-going genocidal campaigns can be immediately halted.
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Preliminary list of Action Points following the Seventeenth Session of the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues:

1. Submit Reprisals inputs/reports, Deadline is May 18th 2018

OHCHR invites you to submit inputs on acts of intimidation and reprisal for cooperating with the UN in the field of 
human rights for the 2018 annual report of the Secretary-General on "Cooperation with the United Nations, its 
representatives and mechanisms in the field of human rights" [the "reprisals report"]. 
The report will be presented to the Human Rights Council in September 2018.  Specific instructions on information to 
be submitted are outlined in the attached Annex and inputs should be sent to reprisals@ohchr.org 
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Important--Your-contributions-to-the-UN-Secretary-General-s-report-on-
reprisals-for-cooperating-with-the-UN-system-and-mechanism.html?soid=1103337725730&aid=AauL4vf94RY

More details: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xbHZtz78MgDUZWPFkQoEafNBXMCe4mgJ/view

2. Ensure written Submissions for the next cycle of the UN Universal Periodic Review, Deadline September 
20th

For this UPR we will be actively assisting UNPO and Amy from Advocates for Human Rights who will both be 
submitting a report. 

3. Apply for Indigenous Peoples Assistance Facility (IPAF)  2018: Focus on indigenous youth, Deadline Is 
June 8th 2018

For more details/guidelines:
https://www.ifad.org/documents/38711644/40221937/IPAF+2018_CALL+FOR+PROPOSALS_EN+-
+Copy.pdf/6b20efb2-aee1-46b0-b93a-855e37248081

4. Engage with the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights in Banjul, Gambia

At the Forum we met Ms Adelinah from the African Union office in New York who put us in touch with Mr Belkacem 
who is on the working group for the human rights working group on indigenous peoples within the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples Rights. We will be working with him on how we can promote our agenda in 
the working group and beyond within the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights

5. Engage with Mr Montwedi, Chief Director of Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs of the South African 
Government 

Mr Montwedi approaches us following our interactive Dialogue with Mr Adama Dieng, United Nations Special Adviser 
on the Prevention of Genocide and Mr Andrew Gilmour Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, on how he 
could assist us and promote our work in Geneva where he spends a significant amount of time. He is also prepared to 
get the UN Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights directly involved in our advocacy work.

6. Encourage selected Ogaden youth to apply for the 2018 Fellowship Programme for People of African 
Descent in Geneva, Switzerland, Deadline 1 June 2018

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/WGAfricanDescent/Pages/FellowshipProgramme.aspx

mailto:reprisals@ohchr.org
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Important--Your-contributions-to-the-UN-Secretary-General-s-report-on-reprisals-for-cooperating-with-the-UN-system-and-mechanism.html?soid=1103337725730&aid=AauL4vf94RY
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Important--Your-contributions-to-the-UN-Secretary-General-s-report-on-reprisals-for-cooperating-with-the-UN-system-and-mechanism.html?soid=1103337725730&aid=AauL4vf94RY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xbHZtz78MgDUZWPFkQoEafNBXMCe4mgJ/view
https://www/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/WGAfricanDescent/Pages/FellowshipProgramme.aspx


 Mr Adama Dieng, United 
Nations Special Adviser on 
the Prevention of Genocide

Mr Andrew Gilmour 
Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights

OYSU and OPRO representatives 
with Fernando Barquin, UN Special 

Events Coordinator  

Hafsa Isse presenting a speech on 
behalf of OYSU. 
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