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The OYSU international conference was held on December 28, 2016- January 1, 2017 in Frankfurt, 

Germany. OYSU members from around the world participated in an intense three days of strategic 

planning. During this conference a new Chair was elected for OYSU worldwide board, amendments 

were made to the constitution, and a new action plan was voted on. The action plan lays out the 

direction and activities of the organization for the next two years.  The 2017-2019 action plan focuses 

on advocacy and capacity building. Ensuring that OYSU is present and engaged in the conversations 

around Human Rights both nationally and internationally is fundamental, which is why advocacy is at 

the core of this year’s action plan. Equally as important for OYSU is to enhance and continue to build 

out systems to ensure the sustainability of the organization. The entire document highlights specific 

goals and activities for both local branches and worldwide board to implement for the upcoming 

years. 

The first section of the action plan focuses on advocacy. This section provides a clear definition of 

what advocacy is and a list of ongoing activities and events that every local branch should conduct. 

The second section focuses on capacity building, training and leadership development. The third 

section focuses on ensuring that both local branches and Worldwide board work together to fulfill 

this action plan. The OYSU worldwide board in collaboration with branches around the world has 

worked hard on implementing the action plan. The following is a summary of what OYSU has 

accomplished in 2017. 

The mission of OYSU is to advocate for the rights of the Somali people in the 
Ogaden region under Ethiopian occupation.

Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet, 
consectetuer 
adipiscing elit.
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4 Press Releases 
As important events took place in the Ogaden 

and abroad we made sure to take part in the 

conversations by consistently producing press 

releases. Below are the four press releases we 

wrote including topics ranging from the cholera 

outbreak to the illegal detention of Abdikarin Sh 

Muse.  Visit our website or click on the links 

below to learn more. 

Press Release: Cholera kills over 300 in the last 

72 hours in Ogaden

Press Release: Update on The Ogaden 

Humanitarian Crisis

The Illegal Detention and Transfer of Mr. 

Abdikarin Sh Muse to Ethiopia

Somali civilians massacred in Gadulo village of 

Darulow district by Oromo militia and regional 

police

In 2017 we completely revamped the 

OYSU website. The home page 

highlights OYSU events from around 

the world, updates, and press 

releases. We included a Somali 

section to be more inclusive of our 

Somali speaking members from 

around the world. Most importantly 

we included a recommended 

readings section, which includes 

reports, articles, and books about the 

Ogaden region.                                   

With the help of members from 

around the world we were able to 

launch two fundraising campaigns 

and one awareness campaign. 

#HiddenOgadenFami

ne 

As one of the worst famines hit the 

Ogaden region in early March, 2017, 

OYSU members from around the 

world took on the 

#HiddenOgadenFamine fundraising 

challenge. The challenge originated 

in OYSU MN; when local members 

launched a go fund me and video 

campaign. Inspired by their action, 

OYSU branches from around the 

world including Seattle, Germany, 

Birmingham, and London also 

launched local fundraising efforts. In 

total, OYSU members and supporters 

raised $15,000 for direct famine 

relief. In partnership with blank we 

were able to help blank amount of 

individuals in need. 

Iftar Fundraiser 

In June 2017 we launched our annual 

Iftar Fundraiser. OYSU branches from 

around the world hosted various 

fundraising events. We were able to 

raise blank . All proceeds went to 

refugees living in Dadaab refugee 

camp. 

February 23, 2017 - Ogaden 

Massacre Day at the University of 

Minnesota. 

March 22, 2017- OYSU presents at 

the European Parliament during the 

“Women’s Inferno in Ethiopia” 

conference. 

March 25, 2017- History and 

advocacy training hosted by OYSU 

MN.  

March 26, 2017- Ogaden Massacre 

Day hosted by OYSU Seattle. 

March 27, 2017- OYSU MN launched 

a go fund me campaign for famine 

relief. Members from around the 

world participated and contributed. 

March 31, 2017- OYSU Seattle 

hosted a carwash fundraiser and 

phonathon. 

gaden Youth and Student Union 

participates in The United Nations 

Minority youth: towards diverse and 

inclusive societies - Tenth session of 

the Forum on Minority Issues. 

Website Re-launch

https://www.oysu.org/single-post/Cholera-kills-over-300-in-the-last-72-hours
https://www.oysu.org/single-post/Cholera-kills-over-300-in-the-last-72-hours
https://www.oysu.org/single-post/Update-on-the-Ogaden-Humanitarian-crisis
https://www.oysu.org/single-post/Update-on-the-Ogaden-Humanitarian-crisis
https://www.oysu.org/single-post/2017/08/30/The-Illegal-Detention-and-Transfer-of-Mr-Abdikarin-Sh-Muse-to-Ethiopia
https://www.oysu.org/single-post/2017/08/30/The-Illegal-Detention-and-Transfer-of-Mr-Abdikarin-Sh-Muse-to-Ethiopia
https://www.oysu.org/single-post/2017/12/16/Somali-civilians-massacred-in-Gadulo-village-of-Darulow-district-by-Oromo-militia-and-regional-police
https://www.oysu.org/single-post/2017/12/16/Somali-civilians-massacred-in-Gadulo-village-of-Darulow-district-by-Oromo-militia-and-regional-police
https://www.oysu.org/single-post/2017/12/16/Somali-civilians-massacred-in-Gadulo-village-of-Darulow-district-by-Oromo-militia-and-regional-police
https://www.oysu.org/research-readings
https://www.oysu.org/research-readings
https://www.oysu.org/research-readings
https://www.oysu.org/research-readings
https://www.oysu.org/
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3 Campaigns  

Free Abdikarin Sh. Muse

On August 23, 2017 Mr. Abdikarin Sh 

Muse, an Executive committee member 

of Ogaden National Liberation Front who 

was residing in Mogadishu for the last 

three years was illegally handed over to 

Ethiopia by the Somali Government. This 

was in violation of the principle of non-

refoulement laid out in the 1954  UN-

Convention relating to the Status of 

Refugees, which, in Article 33(1). 

Shockingly the pleas of high-ranking 

Somali officers for the release of 

Abdikarin were rejected despite sound 

knowledge that his human rights would 

be violated in the most inhumane way 

possible by the government of Ethiopia. 

We created an online social media 

campaign to help raise awareness of the 

illegal detention and transfer of 

Abdikarin Sh. Muse to Ethiopia.  

With the help of members from around the 

world we were able to launch two fundraising 

campaigns and one awareness campaign. 

#HiddenOgadenFamine

As one of the worst famines hit the Ogaden 

region in early March, 2017, OYSU members 

from around the world took on the 

#HiddenOgadenFamine fundraising 

challenge. The challenge originated in OYSU 

MN; when local members launched a 

GoFundMe and video campaign. Inspired by 

their action, OYSU branches from around the 

world including Seattle, Germany, 

Birmingham, and London also launched local 

fundraising efforts. In total, OYSU members 

and supporters raised $15,000 for direct 

famine relief. We partnered with Horn of 

Africa Foundation, a well-known organization 

that has done amazing work in east Africa, to 

help us deliver the aid. 

Iftar Fundraiser

In June 2017 we launched our annual Iftar 

Fundraiser. OYSU branches from around the 

world hosted various fundraising events. We 

were able to raise $5,000. All proceeds went to 

refugees living in Dadaab refugee camp. 
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Events Around the World  

In 2017 OYSU branches around the world 

hosted and participated in many events. OYSU 

took part in 2 events hosted by the United 

Nations and 2 events hosted by the European 

Parliament. Read below for more event 

highlights. 

February 23, 2017- OYSU MN hosts Ogaden 

Massacre Day at the University of Minnesota. 

March 18, 2017 - OYSU MN launches go fund 

me campaign for #HiddenOgadenFamine.

March 22, 2017 - OYSU presents at the 

European Parliament during the “Women’s 

Inferno in Ethiopia” conference. 

March 25, 2017 – OYSU MN hosts History and 

Advocacy training for its members. 

March 26, 2017- OYSU Seattle hosts Ogaden 

Massacre Day.

March 31, 2017 – OYSU Seattle hosts a car 

wash fundraiser and phonathon as part of 

#HiddenOgadenFamine campaign. 

April 8, 2017 – OYSU MN hosts a car wash 

fundraiser. 

April 9, 2017 – OYSU Birmingham, UK hosts 

phonathon fundraiser. 

April 10, 2017 – OYSU Germany hosts 

phonathon fundraiser.  

May 7, 2017- OSU MN takes part in the May 

Day parade and spreads awareness about 

humanitarian crisis in the Ogaden. 

June 3, 2017- Kickoff for Annual Iftar 

Fundraiser. 

July 9, 2017 – OYSU Dadaab hosts event 

celebrating the 7th anniversary of OYSU. 

July 15, 2017- OYSU UK hosts “Focus Group 

Study on Youth, Peace, and Security”, in 

collaboration with Conciliation Resources. 

August 25- 27 – OYSU Europe hosts 

conference “Moving Forward: Strengthening 

Partnership in OYSU Europe”. 

September 8, 2017 – OYSU MN protests 

against the illegal detention of Abdikarim Sh 

Muse. 

September 9, 2017 – OYSU Germany hosts 

“Ogaden and Germany Week, as a way to 

share cultures and raise awareness. 

September 12, 2017- OYSU UK organizes 

protest against the illegal detention of 

Abdikarim Sh. Muse. 
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Events Around the World  

September 14, 2017 – OYSU Europe 

participates in the 36th Session of the UN 

Human Rights Council in Geneva. 

October 12, 2017 -  OYSU Europe participates 

in “Exchange of Views on Women and Gender 

Violence in Ethiopia”, hosted by the European 

Parliament. 

October 6, 2017- OYSU Nairobi hosts 

conference for East Africa chapters. 

November 24, 2017 – OYSU Ifo hosts 

community event. 

November 30, 2017- OYSU participates in the 

10th session of the forum on minority issues at 

the United Nations in Switzerland. 

December 1, 2017 – OYSU Europe 

participates in the 10th session of the forum on 

minority issues at the United Nations. 

December 6, 2017 - OYSU UK present at the 
UK Houses of Parliament.

December 30, 2017 – OYSU UK hosts cultural 

night. 



 
     Goals for 2018

 Assist OYSU branches with local advocacy 

activities.

 Continue to support training and leadership 

development for OYSU members. 

 Strengthen partnerships and collaborations 

with organizations that focus on human 

rights. 

 Focus on collecting and telling the stories of 

the people of the Ogaden.

 

www.oysu.org

Facebook: @OfficialOYSUWorldwide

Twitter: @OfficialOYSU

Snapchat: OYSUWORLDWIDE

http://oysu.org/

http://oysu.org/

